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LATE  FOREIGN  DEVELOPMENTS  .  .  . 

HUNGARY 

The  official  Hungarian  crop  report  for  the  3  weeks,  September  7-27,  1943, 
stated  that  all  early  varieties  and  most  late  varieties  of  corn  had  been  cut.  The 
yield  in  many  places  was  below  normal  because  of  drought.    A  generally  poor  crop  is 
expected.    A  medium  to  good  crop  of  early  potatoes  was  harvested,  but  the  late  crop 
was  poor  to  medium.     The  sugar-fodder-beet  crop  will  be  below  medium.    The  yield  of 
beans  was  poor  to  medium.    A  poor  harvest  of  soybeans  is  expected.    Drought  has 
reduced  the  prospects  for  sunflowers  and  castor  beans.    Tobacco  yields  were  only 
medium.    The  harvest  of  field  fodder  plants  was  poor  due  to  drought.    A  good  plum 
crop  was  obtained,  but  the  apple  and  pear  crops  were  greatly  reduced  by  drought. 
Nut  crops  were  generally  medium. 

GERMANY 

In  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  machinery  in  Germany,  new  designs  are  now 
being  applied,  which  differ  strikingly  from  previous  types.     Instead  of  the  former  T 
girders  and  Z  bars,  thin  walled  pipes  and  other  hollow  sections  are  being  used.  In- 
stead of  the  sharp  corners  and  edges,  soft  arcs  have  been  introduced,  such  as  are 
used  in  steel  furniture.     Instead  of  the  heavy  cast  parts,  light  welded  sheet  struc- 
tures are  being  used.     These  changes  are  being  made  not  only  as  a  wartime  economic 
measure  but  also  with  a  view  to  reducing  weight.    Such  new  types  of  farm  equipment 
have  been  made  possible,  it  was  stated,  by  reason  of  new  developments  in  the  analysis 
of  strength  and  in  welding  technique.     The  new  type  machinery  cannot  be  made  available 
to  all  farmers  at  once  because  of  the  necessary  reorganization  of  plants,  difficulties 
In  the  procurement  of  special  materials,  and  the  necessity  of  training  skilled  labor. 
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GRAlMS  AND  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  i  .  . 


Gordon  P«   Boals,    in  charge 

EASTERN  CANADA1  S  FEED  POSITION  UNFAVORABLE 

The  feed  situation  In  the  Eastern  provinces  of  Canada  is  much  less  favorable 
than  at  this  time  last  year,  according  to  reports  received  in  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations.    This  year's  grain  crops  were  reduced  considerably  below  the 
high  1942  level,  oats  and  barley  being  only  about  60  percent  of  the  1942  outturn,  and 
mixed  grains  slightly  less  than  50  percent  of  last  year's  crop. 

Unfavorable  weather  in  eastern  Canada,  especially  in  Ontario,  resulted  in 
yields  much  below  the  record  yields  in  1942  and  also  considerably  below  average.  The 
average  per-acre  yield  of  oats  in  the  east  was  reported  at  25.  1  bushels,  contrasted 
with  36.6  bushels  in  .1942.    The  22.7-bushel  barley  yield  compared  with  the  1942  rec- 
ord of  32.3  bushels'.    The  mixed-grain  yield  was  reduced  to  23.9  bushels  from  41.6 
bushels  reported  in  1942.    The  bulk  of  the  mixed  grain  is  grown  in  Ontario  where  the 
weather  conditions  were  least  favorable. 

EASTERN  CANADA:    production  of  grain  and  hay,  average 


  1935-1939,   annu  al  1941-1943  

.  \      .  '  .  .    19  4-3  AS 

CROP  :  I9  35~*9  39  i       1941  \  ,942  •    1943  &  •  PERCENTAGE 

:  '  I  •  •  of  1942 

:     1,000  :      1,000  :  1,000  -    1,000  : 

:  -bushels  >  bushels  ;  bushels  '.bushels  :  Percent 


Fall  wheat   17,  17  I  :  15,056  :  23,  39  1  :    13,323      :  59.1 

Spring  wheat  :      3,048  :  1,649  :  1,7  14  :     1,424      :  .     S3.  I 

Total  wheat  .'.  ;  "~~257'2t9  :  16,705.  :  257~T0 B~T~~I5,  247 '~T  60.7~~ 

Rye   :       1, 315  :  HTel 3  W100~T'   1/229      :  "'"72.  3 

Oats  b/   :    135,313  :  123,850  :  148,135  :  83,967      :  60.1 

Barley   i  :     20,659  :  15,274:  17,  302  :    10,397      :  63.0 

Mixed  grains  .:     37,056  :  46,173  :  61,798  :   30,151      :  48.3 

Buckwheat   :      7  ,  543  :  4,67  2  :  5,0  7  9  :     5  ,  250      :  123.1 

Corn  for  grain   :      7,010  :  .    11,  337  :  13,6  2  2  :     9  ,  526      :  69.9 

.   :      1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :     1,000  : 

:  short  tons:  short  tons:  short  ■  tons;  short  tons:  Percent 

Hay  and  clover  '  :     11,752  :  10,268  :  13,  45  1  :    14,  516      :  107.8 


From  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 

a/  Preliminary,     b/  In  Canadian  bushels  of  34  pounds. 

In  Ontario,   although  satisfactory  returns  were  reported  In  scattered  sections, 
especially  from  early  seedings,  yields  of  all  grains  were,   in  general,   far  below 
normal.     The  quality,  of  crops  Is  also  reported  to  be  extremely  poor.     Supplies  of  grain 
will  not  be  nearly  sufficient  to  meet  demands  for  livestock  feeding,   and  the  provision 
of  seed  grain  for  the  spring  of  1944  is  said  to  constitute  a  problem. 
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Reports  indicate  that  grain  fed  to  livestock  in  the  current  season  will  be 
the  largest  amount  ever  fed.    Livestock  in  the  Eastern  Provinces  on  June  1  are  esti- 
mated 'to  be  above  the  number  on  that  date  of  1942  and,  with  supplies  of  eastern  grain 
only  about  60  percent. of  their  1942  volume,  considerable  quantities  will  need  to  be 
shipped  from  the  west  to  make  up  the  deficit.    Almost-  50  million- bushels  were  moved 
east  under  the  Freight  Assistance  program  last  year,  and  about  twice  that  amount  will 
be  required  this  year,  according  to  reports.    The  transportation  situation  is  a  dif- 
ficult problem  in  the  movement  of  increased  quantities  of  western  -grain  to  the  deficit 
areas  of  the  east. 

The  Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce  recently  announced  the  appointment  of  an 
emergency  grain  transportation  committee  to  see  that  emergency  feed-grain  require- 
ments are  met.    in  his  announcement  the  Minister  said  that  "anxious  consideration " 
had  been  given  to  the  greatly  Increased  transportation  requirements  of  feed  grains 
for  eastern  Canada,  in  addition  to  the  regular  wheat  movement  to  mills  and  for 
export.    The  statement  points  out  that  organizations  represented  on  the  Board 
already  have  the  necessary  authority  to  secure  priorities  for  essential  shipments 
to  the  east. 

in  order  to  insure  adequate  supplies  for  Eastern  provinces,  shipment  to  that 
area  was  started  during  the  first  week  of  July,    on  July  13  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board 
announced  that  from  that  date  export  permits  for  oats  and  barley  would  not  be  granted 
Until  shippers  had  shown  that  the  grain  had  been  offered  first  in  the  eastern  mar- 
kets.   To  encourage  eastern  growers  to  buy  supplies  early  in  the  season  and  store 
them  on  farms  for  winter  feeding,  the  Dominion  Government  established  a  subsidy  on 
a  sliding  scale.    Grain  bought  in  July  was  eligible  for  a  3-cent  subsidy  with  the 
subsidy  decreasing  1/2  cent  per  month  thereafter,  through  December.    The  payments 
apply  on  purchases  of  western  wheat,  oats,  and  barley.     In  Ontario  an  additional 
subsidy  is  offered  by  the  Provincial  Government  to  farmers  who  buy  their  feed  require- 
ments early.    The  policy  of  paying  the  freight  on  western  feed  shipments  to  the  east 
Is  to  continue.    Mill  feeds,  as  well  as  feed  grains,  are  eligible  for  free  freight  to 
eastern  areas. 

EASTERN  CANADA:    Distribution  of  feed  moved  under  Freight  Assistance  Policy, 


by. Provinces,  1942-43 


PROVI NCE 

WH1EAT 

OATS  a/ 

BARLEY 

RYE  ; 

SCREEHIM3S 

AND 
MILL  FEEDS 

1,000 
bus  he  Is 

1,000 
bushe Is 

1 ,000 
bushe Is 

'  6,0  15 
5,932 
669 
1,  182 
37  1 

1,000 
bushe  Is 

1,000 
short  tons 

200 
303 

43 

46 

1  1 

1,  175 

5,  444. 
:  587 
:            8 15 
346 

8,  1  16 
6,  464 
987 
1,  190 

353 

368      •  : 
130  : 

22 

19 
3 

Prince  Edward  Island 

Total   eastern  Canada  .... 
—  f . — . — - — .  _  ■  „„ , ,  t-  -     - ,  . . 

14,  367 

17,  1  10 

14,  170 

'  •  542 

:  Y;  (503 

From  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,     a/  In  Canadian  bushels  of  34  pounds. 
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The  Government's  Resei*ve;  Feeding  Plan  was  Intended  to  accumulate  an  emergency 
feed  reserve  in  eastern  Canada  that  could  be  sold  by  the  Government  to  farmers  faced 
with  critical  feed  shortages  during  the  coming  winter  and  spring.    The  plan  calls 
for  movement  of  about  21.6  million  bushels  of  grain  to: eastern  Canada,  of  which  6.7 
million  would  go  to  Quebec  and  the  Maritime  provinces • and  -12.9  million,  to .  Ontario. 
The  quantity  to  be  shipped  comprised  9.4  million  bushels  of  wheat,  4.4  million,  of 
oats,  and  7.8  of  barley.    The  wheat  was  to  be  no.  4  Northern  and  No.  5  and  6  feed, 
while  oats  and  barley  were  to  be  No.  1  feed  or  better. 

(';     •    Wheat  sold  for  feed  is  still  subject  to  a  drawback  of  8  cents  per  bushel, 
dating  back  to  August  1942.    Under  the  present  high  level  of  grain  prices,  however, 
the  amount  of  the  drawback  is  thought  to  be  insufficient  to  maintain  feeding  under 
prevailing  ceilings  on  livestock  products,  and  the  8-cent  subsidy  is  said  to  be  under 
review.    There  is  no  clear  indication  as  to  the  amount  of  wheat  that  may  be  expected 
to  be  fed  during  the  current  season.    At  present  prices,  however,  it  is  higher-priced 
feed  than  other  grains. 

The  relative  cost  of  the  various  grains,  on  a  pound  basis  under  the  old  and 
the  new  price  schedules  for  wheat  is  noted  below.    The  comparison  is  based  on  wheat 
at  the  guaranteed  minimum  with  usual  discounts  for  feed  grades,  and  the  8-cent 
drawback. 

Price  to  eastern  feeders  In  Canadian  dollars 
Grain  Under  old  wheat  price  under  new  wheat  price 


Per  bushel      per  100  pounds    Per  bushel      Per  100  pounds 


Wheat  1/    $0.69  $1.15  $1.02  $1.70 

Oats    $0,515  $1.51  $0,515  $1.51 

3arley    $0.6475  $1.35  $0.6475  $1-35 


1/  Price  per  bushel  based  on  average  price  of  feed  grades  less  8-cent  drawback. 

While  growers  are  receiving  10  cents  per  bushel  above  the  ceiling  price  of 
51-1/2  cents  on  oata  and  15  cents  above  the  64-3/4-cent  maximum  on  barley,  as  an  ad- 
vance payment  from  the  equalization  fund,  eastern  Canadian  farmers  are  not  subject 
to  the  advance  in  price  and  continue  to  pay  only  the  ceiling  price  for  coarse 
grains.    This  places  oats  and  barley  in  a  much  more  advantageous  feeding  position 
than  wheat,  from  a  price  standpoint.    As  a  result  shipments  to  cover  the  east's 
feed  requirements  this  season  may  show  a  relatively  higher  proportion  of  coarse 
grains. 

The  brightest  spot  in  the  feed  picture  is  the  good  crop  of  hay  and  clover  and 
the  excellent  green-pasture  situation  reported  in  the  east.    The  abundant  supply  of 
grass  has  helped  to  conserve  reduced  grain  supplies,  and  is  expected  to  effect  real 
savings  in  purchases  of  feed,  both  grains  and  proteins.    The  hay  and  clover  crop  in 
the  east  was  about  a  million  tons  larger  than  in  1942,  with  virtually  all  of  the  gain 
made  in  Quebec.   .Other  provinces,  with  the  exception  of  Nova  Scotia,  reported  smaller 
hay  crops  this  year.    The  alfalfa  crop  in  Ontario  shows  a  gain  of  about  125,000  tons 
compared  with  the  1942  crop. 
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HAITI  BANS  EXPORTS  OF  MCE 


:    The  exportation  of.  rice  from. Haiti  was  prohibited  until  further  notice  in  an. 
announcement  Issued  September  2  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Labor , and  the 
Department  of  Commerce  and  National ; Economy .   :The  Government  deemed  It  necessary  to 
take  such  a  measure  in  order  to. maintain . adequate  food  supplies,  which  were. en- 
dangered by  increased  exports^.. 

Not  until  the  fiscal  year  October-September  1941-42,  has  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  rice  been  grown. In  Haiti  to  meet  domestic  requirements.    During  that  year,  816,000 
pounds  also  were exported.    In . the- 5-year  period,  1926-1930.  when  rice  production. was 
negligible,  imports,  averaged  10  million  pounds.    About  10  years  ago  the  Haitian  Gov- 
ernment organized  a  program  to  increase  rice  acreage  by  the  selection  and  distribution 
of  seed  types..  As  a  result  of  the  large  crop  harvested  during  October-February 
1942-43,  output  has.  increased. so  that  3,086,000  pounds  were  exported  from  October 
through  August,  principally  to  the  Bahama  Islands  and  Cuba. 

.  The  recent  heavy  .shipments  of  rice  abroad  have  resulted  In  an  increase  in  the 
retail  price  of  rice  .to, about  100  percent  over  last  year,  and  it  Is  feared  that  if 
exports  continue,  shortages  will. develop  in  some  districts.    Although  accurate  sta- 
tistics are  not  available  on  rice  production,  It  is  believed  that  annual  consumption 
is  approximately  from  3  to  5  pounds  per  capita  in  Haiti. 

RICE  CROP  IN  URUGUAY  SMALLER 


Rice  production  in  Uruguay  in  1943  is  lower  than  that  of  last  year,  according 
to  the  Uruguayan  Ministry  of  Agriculture.    The  usual  number  of  acres  were  planted  to 
rice,  but  about  1,500  acres  sown  were  abandoned  before  harvest  because' sufficient 
petroleum  fuel  oil  was  not  available  to  operate  water  pumps  used  for  irrigation.  In 
the  1942-43  crop  year,  3,920,000  pounds  of  rice  were  exported,  but  because  of  decreased 
output  this  year,  it  is  believed  that  no  exports  will  be  permitted. 


URUGUAY:    Rice  production,  trade,  and  apparent  domestic  utilization, 

1937-1943 


Compiled  from  official  sources,    a/  'Crop  year,  1942-43. 
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COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBERS  ,  .. 


A.   M.   Palmer,   in  charge 


FIRST  ESTIMATE  OF  EGYPTIAN  COTTON  CROP  SHOWS  IE DUCT  I  ON 

Forecasting  the  lowest  production  since  1895,  the  first  official  estimate  of 
the  1943  Egyptian  cotton  crop,  announced  recently  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
places  the  current  harvest  at  about  708,000  bales  (of  478  pounds).     This  Is  a  reduc- 
tion from  the  1942  production  of  about  861,000  bales,  and  Is  markedly  below  the  10- 
year  average  previous  to  1943  of  1,730,500  bales. 

The  decrease  Is  believed  due  to  several  factors,  the  most  prominent  ones  being 
a  major  wartime  readjustment  of  Egyptian  agriculture  to  meet  the  need  for  food  crops 
and  to  avoid  a  further  accumulation  of  surplus  cotton;  a  shortage  of  shipping  for  the 
importation  of  fertilizers,  and  the  necessity  of  using  obtainable  fertilizers  pri- 
marily on  food  crops;  and  a  greater  proportionate  shift  to  lower-yielding,  extra-long- 
staple  varieties.    Although  there  was  a  slight  Increase  in  acreage  planted  to  cotton 
In  1943  compared  with  1942  -  740,000  acres  in  1943,  and  733,000  acres  in  1942  -  the 
total  production  dropped,  as  a  result  of  a  decrease  in  yield.     From  an  average  per- 
acre  yield  of  about  500  pounds  in  the  years  1935-36  to  1940-41,  the  trend  in  yield 
has  been  downward  for  the  past  3  years  -  486  pounds  of  lint  in  1941,  478  In  1942, 
and  457  In  the  present  forecast. 

The  Egyptian  Government,  through  its  seed-control  operations,  has  been  requiring 
producers  to  plant  varieties  that  yield  a  longer-staple  fiber  although  these  varie- 
ties do  not  turn  out  per  acre  as  much  actual  fiber,  by  weight,  as  do  the  shorter- 
staple  types  of  cotton.    Thus  it  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table  that  although 
the  total  crop  was  reduced  this  year,  a  greater  proportion  consisted  of  longer-staple 
varieties  and  a  great  deal  of  the  shorter-staple  cottons,  which  have  shown  a  tendency 
to  accumulate  in  surplus  stocks,  has  been  eliminated.    The  longer-staple  varieties, 
are  produced  in  quantity  only  in  Egypt  and  have  been  in  relatively  good  demand  for  the 
production  of  war  goods. 


EGYPT:     Cotton  production,  by  staple  lengths,  comparison  1943-44 


with  1940-41  and  1941-42 
(Converted  to  bales  of  478  pounds) 


STAPLE  LENGTH 


Long  staple  (above   1-3/3  inches)   

Average  staple  (above    1-1/4  inches)  ... 

Short  staple  (above   1-1/8  Inches)   

Scarto  (  I  Inters)   


Total,   including  Scarto   


1940-  41 

Bales 

679,7  27 
48,  139 
I,  137,  492 
34,7  13 

1,900,07  I 


194  1-42 

Bales 

6  19,  210 
31,834 
1,049,0  15 
35,  165 

1,7  35,  224 


194.3-44 
( FORECAST) 

Bales 

539,  169 
1,865 
153,  131 
13,88  3 

708,048 


Complied  from  reports  of  Egyptian  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
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LIVESTOCK,  MEATS,  AND  WOOL  .  .  . 

Arthur  T.  Thompson,   in  charge 

BRAZIL  FURNISHES  LARGE  QUANTITIES  OF  MEAT  FOR  UNITED  NATIONS 

Brazilian  meats  have  made  a  substantial  contribution  to  the  war  effort  of  the 
United  Nations.    Exports  of  beef  reached  approximately  500  million  pounds,  converted 
to  a  dressed-welght  bone-in  basis,  in  1942,  an  increase  of  14  percent  above  1941 
and  142  percent  above  the  average  for  the  5  years  preceding  the  war.    Pork  exports 
were  also  above  pre-war  years,  but  were  relatively  small  compared  with  beef  and  have 
been  decreasing  since  the  high  level  of  23  million  pounds  was  reached  l.n.1939. 
Exports  of  other  meats  are  negligible. 


BRAZIL:    Estimated  exports  of  meat  on  dressed-welght  (bone-ln)  basis, 
average  1934-1938,  annUal  1939-1943 
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pounds 

•  pounds 

pounds 

:  206 

147 

6 

4 

1  : 

1 

213 

152 

292 

173  : 

23 

14  • 

t  ♦ 

1 

316 

190 

465 

310  : 

21 

17  : 

2  t 

2 

488 

329 

:  437 

227  : 

14. 

13  • 

0  : 

0 

a/  451 

a/ 

240 

:  499 

270  : 

14 

13  : 

y  • 

a/  513 

y 

28  3 

:c/  314 

c/  141  : 

b/ 

b/  : 

b/ 

Compiled  from  official  sources,  a/  Beef  and  pork  only, 
c/  Large  quantity  shipped  boneless  and  dehydrated. 


b/  Not  available. 


In  1943  beef  exports  were  on  a  considerably  reduced  scale  for  several  reasons: 
(  1)  Depletion  of  reserves  because  of  record  exports  of  beef  in  1940,  1941,  and  1942; 
(2)  increased  domestic  consumption;  (3)  drought  in  late  1942  and  early  1943.     As  a 
result,  the  slaughter  of  cows  has  been  restricted  by  the  Federal  Government.  A 
longer  time  is  required  to  replenish  supplies  of  slaughter  cattle  in  Brazil  than  in 
some  other  countries,  as  the  slaughter  age  In  Brazil  is  a  minimum  of  3  and  usually 
4  years,  while  the  age  of  cattle  slaughtered  for  canning  averages  higher. 

Latest  information  from  the  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  area,  where  approximately  57 
percent  of  ' the  beef  exports  originated- in  1943,  is  to  the  effect  that  slaughter  for 
export  in  1944  and  1945, assuming  favorable  weather  conditions,  may  exceed  the  re- 
duced killings  of  1943  by  from  15  to  20  percent.    The  outlook  In  Central  Brazil  (the 
Sao  Paulo-Rio  de  Janeiro  area),  which  furnishes  the  remainder  of  the  exports,  is 
uncertain.    The  Government  is  controlling  slaughter  for  export  In  this  area  and  com- 
pelling marketing  at  fixed  prlces:  for  domestic  consumption.    Slaughter  for  export 
will  probably  not  be  greatly  In  excess  of  1943  dUe  to  the  unusually  heavy  slaughter 
in  1940,   1941,  and  1942  and  the  Increasing  domestic  demand  for  meat. 
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SOUTH  AMERICA:  Number  of  livestock  In  Brazil  as  compared 
.   .  with  specified  countries,    1939  and  1942 


DATE 

NEAREST  BEGINNING  OF  WAR 

LATEST 

ESTIMATE 

COUNTRY  : 

T  t  AK 

SHEEP 

YEAR 

CATTLE  ]_  HOGS 

an  ttr 

: 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000   ]  1,000 

1,000 

: 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

1939 

40  ,  565 

21,777 

10,7  13. 

2&/  1942 

45,000: 

25, 000 

13,000 

1938 

34,  318 

3,  38  1 

45,917- 

1942 

3 1 ,  460 : 

5,707 

50,902 

1937  ■ 

8,  297 

346  : 

17,931' 

1942 

c/9, 500: 

SJ  20, 500 

1939 

3,  507 

49  : 

195 

1943 

3,500: 

— 

1939 

8,112 

1 , 600  : 

1,000 

1941 

9, 325: 

1,600 

1,000 

19  37 

4,  300 

296  : 

106- 

British  Guiana: 

19  38 

135 

.  26  : 

d/  45 

1940 

135: 

24 

d/  45 

1935 

1,  420 

£/    140  ■ 

7  35 

1941 

a/  1,  1  15: 

1  14 

a/  1,447 

1934 

1,850 

800 

1 2, 000 

1941 

2,  332: 

f  /  13,7  30 

1938 

1,842 

523 

2,608 

1940 

a/  2, 000 : 

Chi  le  : 

1939 

2,  356 

g/  340 

a/  6,  200 

1942 

2,  395: 

h/  350 

6,  bo 

a/  Unofficial,  b./  Estimate  published  In  Argentine  periodical,  La  Res,  March  So,  1943. 
c/  Preliminary  census.    4/  Includes  goats,    e/   1938.     f/   1942.    g./   1937.    h/  1940. 


Brazil  has  the  largest  number  of  cattle  and  hogs  of  any  country  of  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  and  is  relatively  sparsely  populated.    Prior  to  the  war,  the  cattle  in- 
dustry was  geared  primarily  to  domestic  requirements  and  as  the  purchasing  power  of 
the  people. was  generally  low,  prohibiting  paying  a  premium  for  superior  grades,  im- 
provement in  herds  was  slow.    Brazil  ranked  fourth  among  the  Southern  Hemisphere 
countries  as  an  exporter  of  beef  prior  to  the  war  and  in  1942  probably  ranked  second. 
Two  of  the.  most  Important  reasons  for  the  relatively  small  beef  exports  from  Brazil 
prior  to  the  war  were  the  high  level  of  domestic  consumption  per  capita  and  the  lack 
of  uniformity  in  types  and  breeds  of  cattle  and  hogs. 

The  United  Kingdom  is  by  far  the  most  important  market  for  Brazilian  beef  at 
present.    Before  the  war,  that  country  was  the  most  important  market  for  frozen  beef, 
while  the  United  States  took  more  canned  beef.     (See  table,  page  378.)    Beef  exports 
rose  to  the  record  level  of  500  million  pounds  in  1942,  dressed-welght  basis.  This 
figure  includes  large  quantities  of  boneless  and  canned  beef,  converted  to  a  dressed- 
welght'  basis.     Exports  on  the  same  basis  for  the  3  years  1940-1942  averaged  467  mil- 
lion pounds  against  only  292  million  pounds  in  1939  and  the  pre-war  average  of  206 
million  pounds  for  the  year  1934-38.     Exports  averaged  about  25  percent  of  total 
commercial  production  in  the  3  years  1940-1942  against  only  11  percent  in  the  pre-war 
years  1934-1938. 

Beef  production  in  slaughter  houses  (municipal    and  Federal  inspected)  reached 
the  high  average  of  1,898  million  pounds  for  the  3  years  1940,   1941,  and  1942. 
In  1943  production  declined  materially.    Final  estimates  are  not  yet  available  but 
a  preliminary  estimate  places  production  at  1,600  million  pounds,  a  reduction  of  16 
percent  compared  with  1942  and  12  percent  below  the  average  for  the  pre-war  years 
1934-1938;     In  addition  to  the  slaughter  in  abattoirs,  there  is  the  ranch  and  farm 
slaughter,  which  would  Increase  this  about  5  or  10  percent  to  reach  a  total  for  the 
country.     It  appears  likely  that  total  slaughter  in  recent  years  has  averaged 
5,000,000  head  annually. 
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Pork,  exports  fell  to  a  new  low  level  in  1943.     Floods  in  the  State  of  Rio 
Grande  do  Sui  in  1943,  followed  by  drought  In  late  1942  and  early  1943,  reduced  the 
corn  crop  and  caused  heavy  losses, of  hogs.    Rio  Grande  do  Sul  has  about  21  percent 
of  the  total  number  of  hogs  in  Brazil  and  is  the  main  surplus  area.     Commercial  pork 
production  averaged  613  million  pounds  in  the  3  years  1940-1942,  an  increase  of  26 
percent,  above  the  pre-war  average.     Production  was. materially  reduced  in  1943.  Pork 
exports,  account  for  only  a  small  percentage  of  production,  or  about  3  percent.  Brazil 
raises  the  lard  type  of  hog  primarily,  and  exports  of  lard  equal  or  exceed  pork  exports. 
Exports  of  pork  have  decreased  materially  since  1940.    Lard  exports  are  smaller  also 
but  in  1942  were  almost  equal  to  1939.    Commercial  slaughter  does  not  represent  as 
accurate  a  picture  of  total  hog  slaughter  in  Brazil  as  of  cattle  slaughter.    Tms  Is 
due  to  the  relatively  large  slaughter  of  hogs  on  farms.   Brazilian  livestock  special- 
ists estimate  that  total  hog  slaughter,  Including  commercial  and  farm  kill,  may  be 
about  6,000,000  head  annually.     Commercial  slaughter  therefore  represents,  on  the 
average,  about  63  percent  of  total  slaughter  in  recent  years  (  1939-1941). 

BRAZIL:     Estimated  commercial  slaughter  and  meat  production  (In  municipal  and 
Federal  inspected  establishments),  average  1934-1938,  annual  1939-1943 


CATTLE  &  CALVES: 

HOGS 

SHEEP 

'  LAMBS  : 

GOATS 

-  TOTAL 

YEAR 

: SLAUGH-:  MEAT  : 
.     TER    :  PRO-  : 
ay     :  DUCT! ON: 

S LAUGH- 

TER     :  PR0~ 

: DUCT  1  CM 

' SLAUGH- 
TER 

.  MEAT  : 
PRO-  : 
DUCT  I  ON: 

SLAUGH- 
TER 

MEAT 
PRO- 
DUCTiON 

MEAT 
PRO- 
DUCTION 

1,000  '•  Million- 

1,000  -Million 

1,000 

M'i  I  lion- 

1,000 

Milli on 

Mi  I  lion 

Average 

head  :  pounds  : 

head   :  pounds 

head 

pounds  : 

he  ad 

•  pounds 

pounds 

19  34-  19  38 

4,400:     1,8  24: 

2,960  :  436 

383 

15: 

338* 

9 

2,  334 

1939   

4,280:  1,732: 

3,751:  631 

459. 

16: 

533: 

14 

2,  393 

1940  .  .  

4,569:  1,844: 

3,50  2:  569 

480 

IS: 

500: 

13 

2,4-44 

1941  

4, 329:  a/  1,950: 

4, 100: a/  S70 

764. 

a/ 

28: 

8  27: 

&/  22 

a/ 2,  573 

1942   

b/3,  IOO:b_/  1,900: 

fc>/3,  700  :&/  600 

0/ 

£./ 

£/ 

£/ 

d/2,  420 

1943   

£./  :  b/  1 ,  600 : 

c_/  :b_/  420 

c/ 

£/ 

c/  : 

c/ 

d  /  2, 0  20 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

a./  Revised  estimates,    b/  Preliminary  estimates. 


c/  Not  available,    d/  Beef  and  pork 


only  -  estimates  not  available  for  mutton  and  goat  meat. 

BRAZIL:     Estimated  total  annual  slaughter  and  meat  production 


CLASSIFICATION 


Cattle   : 

Hogs   : 

Sheep   : 

Goats  : 

Total   : 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

a/  Average  weight  for  5  years,  1936-1940 


NUMBER 
1,000  head 
5,000 
6,000 
2,  300 
5,  375 
18,675 


SLAUGHTER 

DRESSED  WEIGHT  a/ 
Pounds 
409.6 
166.0 
37.7 
26.7 


ESTIMATED  PRODUCTION 
OF  MEAT  by 
Million  pounds 
2,050 
I,  COO 
90 
140 
3,  280 


b/  Rounded  to  tens  of  millions. 


Present  expectations  point  to  an  increase  in  slaughter  of  hogs  and  in  pork 
for  export  in  1944  and  1945,     It  is  estimated  tnat  slaughter  of  hogs  in  Rio  Grande 
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do  Sul  will  Increase  from  20  to  25  percent  above  the  low  level  of  1943,  when  hog 
slaughter  was  at  least  30  percent  below  1942.    Rio  Grande  do  Sul  Is  only  beginning 
to  realize  that,  the  lard  type  of  hog  Is  no  longer  commercially  profitable  and  Is  en-^ 
deavorlng  to  develop  a  meat  hog  for  the  export  trade.    The  State  was  estimated  to  have 
4,525,000  hogs  In  1941  compared  with  3,914,000  in  1940  and  3,005,000  according  to  the 
1920' census.    Whereas . hogs  rank  third  in  number  of  livestock  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul, 
being  exceeded  by  cattle  and  sheep,  they  rank  second  in  value  of  production  {meat 
and  wool),  and  second  In  the  combined  value  of  flocks  and  herds. 

Although  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  produces  about  18  percent  of  the  pork  and  lard 
produced  In  Brazil  and  furnishes  the  bulk  of  the  exports,  the  industry  is  not  well 
organized  In  the  State,  and  little  care  is  exercised  In  the  breeding  and  feeding  of 
hogs;    The  hog  raised  In  this  State  is  still  predomlnatly  the  lard  type  and  lard  pro- 
duction is  many  times  greater  than  pork  production,  which  creates  a  serious  problem 
when  meat  is  so  much  needed  to  fill  the  requirements  of  the  United  Nations.    At  pres- 
ent, due  to  the  disasterous  floods  of  2  years  ago  (May  1941-May  1942)  and  the  drought 
of  last  year,  which  seriously  damaged  the  corn  and  manioc  crops,  very  little  lard 
Is  being  produced. 

The  buyers  of  the  large  packing  houses  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  have  classified 
the  hogs  into  three  categories  in  the  following  proportions: 

1st  Category  ■-  10  percent. 

:  Good  and  very  good  weighing  176  to  220  pounds. 

These  hogs  are  the  type  from  which  packers  expect  to  obtain 
exportable  meat  -  not  over  2  years  of  age,  smooth  in  outline. 
2d    Category  ■-  65  percent. 

Average  176  to  242  pounds. 

Coarser  and  rougher.    Only  part  will  yield  exportable  meat. 
3d    Category  -  5  percent. 
Poor. 

According  to  this  classification,  out  of  912,000  hogs  killed  In  1941,  9  1,000 
were  of  bacon  or  exportable-meat  type,  775,000  of  the  lard  type,  and  46,000  Inferior. 
The  larger  packing  companies  buy  principally  for  the  meat-export  trade,  but  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul  Is  still  only  in  the  pioneer  stage  of  the  pork  Industry;  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions most  hog  breeders  are  raising,  hogs  only  as  an  unimportant  side  line  to  other 
Interests.    The  State  and  National  Governments  have  shown  only  slight  interest  in  the 
pork  industry  in  the  past,  and  the  people  of  Brazil  have  never  developed  a  taste  for 
pork,  probably  because  the  hogs  raised  are  largely  of  the  inferior  lard  type. 

Commercial  slaughter  of  sheep  and  goats  increased  materially  in  1941,  Sheep 
slaughter,  estimated  at  764,000  head,  was  about  300,000  head  above  slaughter  in  1939 
and  1940.    The  slaughter  of  goats  also  Increased  about  300,000  above  1939  and  1940  to 
827,000  head.    This  commercial  slaughter  is  stated  to  be  materially  below  total  slaugh- 
ter of  sheep  and  goats  In  Brazil  due  to  the  large  number  killed  for  food  and  skins 
on  farms  and  ranches.     It  is  estimated  that  approximately  2,250,000  sheepskins  reach 
commercial  channels  for  export  and  the  more  important  domestic  tanneries  annually.  In 
addition  a  good  many  skins  are  utilized  on  farms  and  ranches.    It  appears  therefore 
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that  sheep  slaughter  In  Brazil,  exceeds  2,250,000  bead  annually.    Qn  the  .basis  of 
average  exports  of  goatskins:,  annually,  it  is  estimated  that  between  5,250,000  and 
5,500,000  goat-  and  Kldsk'i-h.s"  reach  commercial  channels  annually,  indicating  that 
slaughter  in  abattoirs  accounts -,f  or  only  a  very  small  part  of  total  sheep  and  goat 
slaughter  in  Brazil.     An  unofficial  estimate  of  annual  meat  production,  based  on  prob 
able  slaughter  and  average  dressed  weights  at  packing  plants  for  the  5  years  1936  to 
1940,  would  amount  to  3,280  million  pounds. 


BRAZIL:    Exports  of  meat  by  principal  countries  of  destination,  1939- 

( Finished-weight  basis) 


ITEM  AND  COUNTRY 


1939 


Beef  -  frozen  and  chilled 


:  1,000  pounds 


United  Kingdom  .......... 

France  

Belgium-Luxembourg  ...... 

Italy   

Spa!  n  

Others  qJ   

Total   

Canned  beef  -  not  In  brine 


63,  596 
14,325 
5,  319 

8,4  48 
279 
3,525 
95,99  I 


"united  States   48,227 

United  Kingdom   :  23,6 12 

Canada  :  I.  539 

Union  of  South  Africa  :  '37 

Others  c/   :  2,  237 

Total  

Canned  beef  -  In  brine 


75,752 


575 
4-97 
20  2 
.  135 
3_14_ 
7,'723~ 


Newfound  I  and   *• 

Trinidad  : 

United  States  ; 

United  Ki  ngdom  . .  : 

Ot  he  rs  c_/   '> 

Total  

Jerked  Beef  : 

Trinidad  : 

Porto  Rico  ..  

Others  £/  . . : 

Total  ... ,   , : 

Total  beef  :     175",  18  2 


780 
764 
172 


Pork,  bacon,   and  hams. 

Lard  

Frozen  mutton  

Other  meat  si/   •  •  • 


13,906 
1 2,  327 
I,  204 
17, 554 


1940 


1,000  pounds 

140,  450 
54, 220 
7,  122 
4,074 

I,  26  1 


207,  127 

18, 424 
78,883 
1,419 
1,7  19 
1,782 


10  2,  227 


57 
128 

8 

25 


J?  18 

330 
5 
95 

480" 


310,052 


17,  338 
10,  219 
1,900 
21,833 


1941 

1,000  pounds 

86,506 

y 
y 

y 

168 


96,674 

26,535 
I  10,  144 

y 

930 
1,023 

733,'632~ 


y 

439 

y 
y 

322 
~~76T 


311 

150 
170 

~63T 


T26.698 


I2,'803 

:760 

12,  363' 


1942 

1942  a/ 
,000  pounds 

I  17,  415 

y 
y 
y 
y 

189 


1 17,604 

4,  37  1 
132,  532 

y 

14,665 
1 , 0  34 
152, 602 ' 


y 

159 

y 
y 

549 
"~70j| 

141 

35 
133 

309" 


27  I,  223 

12,759 
126 

e/ 


Compiled  from  official  sources,     a/  Preliminary,    b/  If  any,  Included  with  "Others' 
£_/  Principally  to  South  America  and  West  Indies,  especially  .Trinidad,    d/  Includes 
sausages,  edible  offals,  tongues,  tripe,  etc.    §./  Not  available. 
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